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Al-Hayat Center for Civil Society Development

It is worth knowing, for the non Arabic natives, that the Arabic word “Al-
Hayat” means the “life” and the Arabic word “Al-Shahed” means the
“Witness” in English language.

Who we are?

We are a group of young Jordanian that believes in the integration
and interaction of the various life aspects to achieve comprehensive
development. We also believe that having a strong well to make a
difference, contribute to create better society and better understanding to
our needs, hopes, challenges and deal with fears; then we will be ready
to meet the future with arms wide open.This is how the Idea brought us
together to establish Al-Hayat Center for Civil Society Development; a
research based independent non-profit entity.

Vision:

Al-Hayat center aims at achieving sustainable development in Jordan,
creating local network of active youth to help them achieving their
goals and be productive members in their communities and creating an
international network of youth and interested organizations that aim to
exchange ideas, develop initiatives, promote values of equality, equity,
justice, interfaith dialogue and community service.

Mission Statement:

We believe in the civil society values of equality, equity and justice.
Therefore we aim to establish and organize sustainable projects to meet
current and future development challenges. This mission is to be achieved
through empowering youth by providing them with the opportunity to create
the positive changes and promote the true moderate image of Jordan.



Objectives:

* To equip the local and regional communities with the necessary
interpersonal, life and participatory skills vital for such communities to
meet with developmental challenges they face with an initial emphasis on
the North of Jordan.

* To stimulate and facilitate the empowerment and development of local
and regional communities participation in the centralized decision-
making.

» To stimulate and facilitate the use of appropriate strategic planning
on local and regional levels to induce the application of sustainable
development.

» To establish and sustain a developmental network of local, national
and international governmental, non-governmental and civil society
organizations and bodies that share the Center’s mission.

* To continuously advocate and disseminate the Center’'s gained
experience and knowledge within local and regional communities.

» To organize youth exchange events in cooperation with international
partners and facilitate the participation of Jordanian youth in international
youth events.

« To promote for a better interfaith and intercultural dialogue accepting the
other among residents of the world.

* To properly use the media as an active, effective and adequate agent of
change and influence the public and decision makers.

 To promote for the concept of rule of law and good governance.

Why are we unique?

Being having groups of youth in different interests under the umbrella
of Al-Hayat & having six branches in Amman, Irbid, Karak, Madaba,
Aqgaba and North Villages allows Al-Hayat Center to reach more people,
especially youth. The capacity of the center allows us to plan and
implement comprehensive programs that are related to the political,
social, economic and educational aspects of life. The outcome of the
actions makes difference to the live of youth allowing positive integration
into the society and promoting interfaith, intercultural dialogue and mutual
understanding
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Al-Shahed Project

Enhancing the Awareness of Young Jordanians on
the Legal and Judicial Procedures and Mechanisms
Protecting their Rights as Citizens

Introduction

Based on our mission statement, we at Al hayat Center for Civil Society
Development acknowledge the importance of youth role in the process
of cumulative and sustainable development of the country. Our vision
coincides with the vision of the European Union through the goals of the
European Initiative for Democracy of Human Rights (EIDHR). Therefore,
according to the cooperation and the partnership we have with the
European Commission Delegation in Jordan and through their campaign
of Fostering a Culture of Human Rights in the Theme of Civil Society
and the Rights of Marginal of Vulnerable Groups, in particular, Al-shahed
project has been initiated. The project title is: «<Enhancing the awareness
of young Jordanians on the legal and judicial procedures and mechanisms
of protecting their rights as citizens».

The knowledge of and awareness of the young Jordanians in the legal
and judicial issues is considered to be low compared to their scientific and
cultural achievements. Also the knowledge and awareness of the young
Jordanians in the mechanisms of preserving and protecting their rights
as citizens is still weak and needs to be improved. In fact, educating and
training the young Jordanians on the legal and judicial system in Jordan
in parallel with the international law and declarations is of a great benefit
to enhance their awareness in their rights.

Al-shahed project is designed to educate Jordanian youth on the
importance of the concept of the rule of law and the good governance
through well awareness of human rights, democracy and transparency.



Summary of the action

The running action, «Enhancing the Awareness of Young Jordanians on
the Legal and Judicial Procedures and Mechanisms Protecting their Rights
as Citizens», is a research, educational and training action aiming at
enhancing the awareness of Jordanian youth on the legal procedures and
judicial decisions that protect their rights by introducing young Jordanians,
aged 16 — 25, to their constitutional rights and duties with special concern
to their civil and political rights as citizens of Jordan, and familiarizing them
with the International Declaration for Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as to equipping them with the
appropriate tools and abilities to comprehend the Jordanian legal system and
their constitutional rights and duties. The action further explores the effect
of the societal traditions and values on the level at which Young Jordanians
comprehend civil and political rights and interact with the legal and judicial
systems, study the effects of the place of residence (City, Village, and Refugee
Camp) on the interaction with the legal and judicial systems and investigate
the effects of religion, especially Islam, in promoting for a culture of Rule of
Law. It is implemented for the time being at the level of the governorate of
Irbid as a pilot action.

The action is supposed to produce two guides; a High Schools Guide and
Youth Rights in Jordan guide, ves as an informal educational reference in
educating high school students in Jordan, as well as college students through
interactive activities, such as simulations, role plays, poems and songs etc...,
on their rights. The guide will be distributed to high school students attending
the activities of the action, to libraries at high schools and youth centers, as
well as to government institutions with focus on the issue. An attempt will be
made to negotiate the adoption of the Ministry of Education for the guide as an
informal educational guide to be distributed and used at high schools all over
the country. The second guide will serve as a national reference for future
actions aiming at building the capacity of young Jordanians on the issues of
human rights, civil and political rights and legal and judicial procedures by
which they can attain these rights in Jordan, as it will consist of the outcomes
of the workshops, the analysis of the surveys administered, the working
papers of the local conference, and most importantly the initiatives developed
by the youth through the action, and will be distributed on youth-oriented
governmental and non-governmental organizations working in related fields,
members of the parliament, judges, university libraries and news papers.
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The action is also contributing to networking between NGOs and governmental
institutions in the field of preserving the rights of the youth. It brings together Al-
Hayat Center and its partner; the Al-Thoraya Center for Studies, Researches,
and Trainings, and public and private universities and schools to educate the
youth on their civil and political rights and equip them with proper legal and judi-
cial tools to preserve these rights.

Relevance

Over the past decade Jordan underwent rapid development in the economic and
infrastructure sectors as well as changes to its socio-demographical structure,
and currently the government, alongside with the civil society, is working on de-
veloping the legal matrix and the judicial system as they are still lagging behind
the social, economic and political development in the country. Moreover, they fail
to directly address young Jordanians, though they represent the majority affected
by such development, where the youth in Jordan, under 30 years of age, account
for some 74% of the population, where as the target group, aged 16-25, stand
for some 22% of the population, almost one fifth of them live in the governorate
of Irbid.

The lack of actions targeting such issue in the governorate of Irbid, contributes
highly to the need for this action, since the governorate of Irbid covers an area
of 1554 Km2 and consists of a population of around 1 million, making it the
most highly populated governorate in Jordan, thus carrying out such action in
this governorate, as a pilot for a nation-wide action, assures a representative
social structure of the Jordanian society; when considering origin, religion, eco-
nomic standards, social values and level of freedom. The governorate of Irbid
has about 200 villages, with about 350 thousand inhabitants. The residents of
refugees> camps in Jordan account for about 6% of the population, almost 14%
of them are located in Irbid and Al-Husun refugees> camps, representing a little
more than 5% of the governorate population. Where as with religion, Christians
in Jordan stand for some 7% of the population, but a higher representation is
evident in the governorate demography, with about 12% of the population being
Christians. Therefore, this action is expected to provide bases on which a nation-
wide awareness project can be planned, depending on the outcomes, findings
and evaluation.

The action is expected to create a generation aware of its political and civil rights
and their right to legal recourse and protection, enhance public participation of
young Jordanians (16-25 years), especially in the political and legislative proc-
esses, this also contributes to the importance of the action, as these youth are
considered to the future leaders and decision makers in Jordan, with regard to
the inevitable demographic changes of the society. The action will also bring
the needs, views and ambitions of the youth to decision-makers, help means
of media to identify the needs and ambitions of young Jordanians, insinuate for
enhancing the planning of future national policies and strategies to include the
views and needs of the youth, insinuate for the implementation and sustainabil-
ity of legislations, by raising public awareness on rights and duties and on the
legal system, generate information on the interaction of youth with the legal and
judicial systems in Jordan, and finally establish for a network of human rights
advocates.
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